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Several recent publications have highlighted the issue of an increased risk of breast cancer in women treated with radiotherapy, chemotherapy, or combined modality therapy for Hodgkin's disease. The risk is greatest in women 30 years or younger at the time of treatment. In the Australasian Radiation Oncology Lymphoma Group database, 60% of women fell into this age category. This article reviews the available data pertaining to induction of breast cancer by radiotherapy for Hodgkin's disease. Breast examination should now be an integral part of the long term follow up for these women. There is also a case for the use of screening mammography. Any breast mass developing subsequent to treatment for Hodgkin's disease should be regarded with a high index of clinical suspicion and, accordingly, biopsies should be performed in the majority of cases, even when mammography is negative.